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HU125 (3 Credits): Asian Culture

Course Description and Goal

This course is designed to prepare students for issues concerning cultural diversity, which guide the students
to take a look at the world from a perspective other than their own. The courses are based on a diverse range
of themes including culture, societies to social networks, social institution — the family, and the themes focus
on Asia. A multicultural and interdisciplinary approach is taken to the study of Asian culture in this course.
Throughout the course, students will learn and understand various aspects of the Asian culture. The major
countries emphasized will be Singapore, Thailand, Japan and China, repreentatives of Southeast Asia and
East Asia regions, respectively. The class format consists of lecture, class activities — discussion, group
work, class presentation, assignments, and quizzes — mid term test, and final exam.

The main objective is to clarify the facts of Asia's cultural diversity and its impact on the global community
and to introduce a multicultural awareness in the students. The course also aims at helping students to
improve their language skills, general knowledge and understand of culture within a broaden perspective.
Throughout the course, the students will learn to:
1. Discuss various aspects of the Asian cultures via comparisons and contrasts to the
Cambodian culture

2. Realize the diversity and dynamism of Asia and the contributions each country has made
to its development

3. Tolerate cultural differences within the Asian contexts

Course Requirements
Materials:
Selected reading materials assigned

- Asian Culture, Selected Readings compiled by Khlok Vichet Ratha
Cambodian Mekong University 2004
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Readings:

All students are expected to read the assigned chapters in the text or any material before class. The class
schedule and a list of the assigned readings follow the grading policy. As the semester progresses, | will
supplement more handouts that are to be read prior to every class or discussion. If you miss class some
interesting things may also slip away. Students also have to read and research for their homework or
assignments. Plan yourself and time carefully from the very beginning of the course before you countering
read shocks or frightening.

Contact hours and teaching methods:

This course normally consists of 64 contact hours over the sixteen-week period, taking the form of 32 hours
of lectures, 16 hours of tutorial classes and 16 hours of terminologies.
- The lecture will occupy two hours per week in which all participants for this subject, of each session,
attend on a course as a single group and 01 hour for main terminologies in each chapter.
- Small class groups supplement lectures in which they are an opportunity to work through problem
sets, case studies, presentation and/or discuss seminar papers.

Grading Policy

Grades will be given on the total basis of 100 possible points.

N° Description Percentage

1 | Class Participation (attendant 3%, moral 3%, activities 4%) 10%

2 | Quizzes 10%

3 | Group Discussion 15%

4 | Group Assignment 15%

5 | Mid-term Test 20%

6 | Final Examination 30%
Total 100%

e Your final grade will be based on your performance in homework/ assignments, quizzes, class
participation and exams.

o Please note the dates of the exams listed on the course outline. There will be no makeup exams. An
unexcused absence from an exam will be counted as a failure for that exam. Two unexcused absences
from exams will be counted as a failure for the course.

o There will be no extra credit assignments.

e The final exam takes the form of two-hour and closed book exam, unless otherwise specified by the
instructor, in which will be held in week 18th. However the specific date for this exam will be
notified later.
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e The midterm exam will be held in one hour basis and in your regular class during the week 8.

o There will be periodic quizzes, which are in very two weeks. Quizzes will be announced one week in
advance. The quizzes will be given at the end of the class and each quiz will take no more than 15
minutes. The quizzes will generally consist on multiple-choice questions.

o The lowest grade will not be considered for the computation of your final grade.

o Performance on these quizzes, as well as your contributions to daily dialogue in class, will be
factored into your class participation grade. They will also be used to check class attendance.

Course Schedule and Outline

Week Chapter Contents Others
Orientation Culture:
1 -What is Culture
-Components of Symbolic Culture 3
2 -Subcultures and Countercultures
Chapter | 6
-An Overview of U.S. Value 12
3 -Cultural Universals
Societies to Social Networks:
4 -Social Groups and Society 22
-Transformation of Societies 23
Chapter Il
5 -Groups within Societies 28
6 -Group Dynamics 34
The Family: Initiation into Society
-Marriage and Family in Global Perspective 43
7-8 -Marriage and Family in Theoretical Perspective 47
Chapter 11 -The Family Life Cycle 49
Unit: Asian Family 54
9
Mid Term Test
Focus on Asia
10 Unit I: Early Southeast Asia 66
11 Unit Il: Singapore
74
12 Unit I11: Thailand
Chapter IV n artan 82
Assignment Due Date
13-14 Unit IV: Japan
92
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15 Unit V: China
121
16-17 Reinvasion, preparing for final examination
18 Final Examination
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